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ATnendmgnt<^ to the Clftims 

i 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1, (originial) A legal-for-play long and bdly length putter shaft fitment system comprising: 

(a) an upper shaft selected from a group of upper shafts, 

(b) a lower shaft selected fitmi a group of lower shafts, 

(c) a universal coupler for fitting each said i^per shaft of said group of upper shafts 
, onto each said lower shaft of said group of lower shafts into interchangeable 

;l 

I releasable mating engagexneot thereon wherein any one said upper shaft of said 

-I group of upper shafts is mated onto any one said lower shaft of said group of 

i lower shafts, 

.i 

said coupler comprising first and second sections, said first sections mounted to said 
group of upper shafts, said second sections mounted to said group of lower shafts, 

i 

;l 

said first and second sections non-rotatably mountable to each other by a male 
I correspondingly sh^>6d non circular annular flange on one of said sections slidably 

mating along a longitudinal axis of said upper and lower shafts into a female non circular 
- j flange relief in the other of said sections, locking means for releasably locking said flange 

j into said flange relief, 

wher^ said groups of upper and lower shafts indude respectively upper and lower 

I shafts of different lengths. 

i 

• ! 

j 2. (original) The system of claim 1 wherein said group of vppa shafts includes upper shafts 

having lengths ranging from 6,5 inches and longer. 

3 . (<»2rrently amended) The system of claim 2 wherdin said group of lower shafts includes at 
I least belly length shafts having lengths ranging from fiighteentwenty inches and longer. 
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4. (original) The system of claim 2 wherein said group of lower shafts includes at least long 
length shafts having lengths ranging from eighteen inches and longer. 

5. (origmal) The system of claim 1 wherrin said fii^ section is a cylindrical body 
monntable at a first eoA thereof to a lower end of said upper shaft and having at an 
opposite second end, said non dicular annular flange extending therefix>m, 

and wheidn said second section is a cylindrical body mountable at a first end thereof to 
an upper end of said lower shaft and having^ at an opposite second end, said non circular 
annular relief formed therein. 

6. (original) The system of claim 5 wherein said non circular annular flange is a rigid 
member having a non-round cro$s-$ection in a plane orthogonal to said longitudinal axis, 
and wherdn said flange relief is a coirespondingly shaped cavity for snug sliding fitment 
of said non circular annular flange into said flange relief so as to invent rotation of said 
flange about said longitudinal axis relative to said flange relief 

7. (original) The system of claim 6 wherein said locking means is a threaded collar slidably 
and rotatably mounted on said cylindrical body of said upper shaft section, and wherein 
said second end of said second section has threads formed tfamon for threaded mating 
with said threads on said collar, said first sectifm having a non circular annular flange on 
said second end, 

said collar for clamping said flange against said second end of said second section when 
threaded onto said threads on said second end of said second section. 

8. (original) A legal-for-play long and belly length putter shaft fitment method comprising 
the steps of: 

(a) selecting an upper shaft from a group of upper shafts, 

(b) selecting a lower shaft firom a group of lower shafts, 



6 

I PAGE8/12'RCVDAT11f2S120036:48:09PM[EasteniSto^^ 



11/25/2003 15:47 PETRAROIP LPN6F0RD EDUPRDS RUSH ^ «220 17038729302 NO. 871 P009 



(c) providing a universal coupler and fittrng one said upper shaft of said group of 
upper shafts onto one said lower $ha£t of said group of lower shafts into 
interchangeable releasable mating engagement thereon wherein any one said 
upper shaft of said group of upper shafts i$ nnated onto any one said low^ shaft of 
said group of lower shafts^ 

wher^ said coupler comprises first and second sections, said ftrst sections mounted to 
1 said group of upper shafts^ said second sections mounted to said group of lower shafts. 

said first and second sections non-rotatably mountable to each otfa^ by a non circular 

.j 

annular flange on one of said sections slidably matii^ along a lon^gitudinal axis of said 
upper and lower sbafla into a &male flange relief in the other of said sections, locking 
means fiir releasably locking said flange into said flange relief 

wherein said groups of upper and lower shafts include respectively iqpper and lower 
shafts of difibrent lengtbs. 

9. (original) The method of claim 8 wherein smd step of selecting an un>er shaft from said 
group of upper shafts includes selectiiig a length of shaft fixmi upper shafts having 
I lengths raqgiog from 6.5 inches and longer. 

i 

I 10. (original) The method of claim 9 whcrdn said step of selecting a lower shaft from said 

group of Iowa: shafts includes selecting beQy length putter shafts from belly length putter 
shafts having lengths ran^ng fiom eighteen inches and bnger. 

i 

11, (<7igizial) The method of claim 9 wherein said step of selecting a lower shaft from said 
group of lower shafts includes selecting long length shafts from lon^ length putter shafts 
having lengths ranging from eighteen indies and longer. 

12. ((»iginal) The method of claim 8 wherein said first section is a cylindrical body 
mountable at a first end thereof to a lower end of said upper shaft and having at an 
opposite second end, said non circular annular flange extending thcrefiom, 
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and wfaerdn said second section is a cylindrical body mountable at a first end thereof to 
an v^er end of said lower shaft and having* at an opposite second end, said flange relief 
formed therein, 

wherein said non circular annular flange is a rigid member having a non-round cross- 
section in a plane ortibiogonal to said longitudinal axis» and wherein said flange relief is a 
correspondingly shaped cavity for snug sliding fitment of said non circular annular flange 
into said flange relief so as to prevent rotation of said non circular annular flange about 
said longitudinal axis reladve to said flange relief, 

and wherein said step of fitdng an upper shaft onto a lower shaft inchides sliding said non 
circular annular flange into said flange reodvcr, 

13. (original) The method of claim 12 wherein said loddng means is a tfireaded collar 
slidably and rotatably mounted on said cylindrical body of said upper shaft section, and 
wherein said second end of said second section has threads formed thereon for threaded 
mating wi& said threads on said collar, said first section having a non drcular annular 
flange on said second end, 

said collar for clamping smd non circular axmular flange against said second aid of said 
second section when dueaded onto said threads on said second end of said second 



! section, 



further comprising the steps of loddng said first section onto said second section by 
threading and tightening said collar onto said second section* 

14, (original) The method of claim 13 wherein said annular flange is of non round scalloped 
cross section mating with corresponding non round scalloped relief in said receiver 
section. 
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15. (origindl) The method of claitn 13 wherein said annular flange includes a singular axis 
asyxnmetrical non round cross section and said female flange relief has a corresponding 
singular axis asymmetrical non round relief. 

16. (original) The method of claim 13 herein said annular flange includes bi axis 
asymmetrical non round cross section and said female flange relief has a cozrcsponding 
bi axis asymmetrical relief 

17. (original) The method of claim 13 wherein said annular flange is asymmetric and said 
female flange relief has a conesponding asymmetry. 

18« (original) The system of claim 7 wherein said amiular flange includes a singular axis 
asymmetrical non round cross section and said female flange relief has a corresponding 
singular axis asymmetrical non round rdief 

19. (original) The system of claim 7 wherein said annular flange includes bi axis 
asymmetrical non round cross section and said female flange relief has a corresponding 
bi axis asynxtnctrical relief^ 

20^ (original) The system of claim 7 wherein said annular flange is asymmetric and said 
female flange relief has a corresponding asymmetry. 
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